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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 00555 262107Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 EB-08 ISO-OO EUR-12 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 AID-05 COME-OO FRB-01 TRSE-00 
XMB-04 OPIC-06 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-OI /114W 

035564 271231Z/10 

R 262055Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5420 

UNCLAS PANAMA 0555 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEWT, ETRD, PN 

SUBJECT: PANAMA TO AVOID TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH EASTERN EUROPE 

1 . GUSTAVO VILLA, DIRECTOR OF COMMERCIAL TREATIES AND FOREIGN 
TRADE OF THE GOP MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, ANNOUNCED THAT PANAMA 
WILL NOT NEGOTIATE ANY TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH EUROPEAN SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES AT THIS TIME BECAUSE IT IS NOT ADVISABLE FROM THE 
STANDPOINT OF THE NATION'S ECONOMIC INTERESTS, I.E., GOP 

WOULD HAVE TO MAKE TOO MANY CONCESSIONS WHICH WOULD BE UN- 
ACCEPTABLE IN VIEW OF PANAMA'S CURRENT ECONOMIC STAGNATION. 

2. VILLA ADDED THAT PANAMA HAS RECEIVED TRADE PROPOSALS 
FROM ROMANIA, BULGARIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND HUNGARY. 

JORDEN 
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